
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
Legislative Update  
 
 With another week in the books in this year’s General 
Assembly, things are really starting to pick up speed. 
Three bills I am sponsoring have been numbered and sent 
to the committee. 

#1) HB1047: Task Force to Study Admission Practices 
at Public Senior Higher Education Institutions 

This bill, currently in front of the Appropriations 
Committee, would create a task force to study the process 
of how state schools decide between in-state and out-of-
state applicants. I have heard from concerned constituents 
that they are unsure about how our public universities 
choose an out-of-state student. Does a potential in-state 
student lose their place? Is it a financial decision? This bill 
seeks to answer those questions. The task force would be 
required to report their findings and recommendations to 
the Governor and the General Assembly before the end of 
the year. 

Click here to track this bill. 

 

#2) HB1137: Task Force to Study the Home and 
Hospital Teaching Program for Students 

This is another bill that would create a task force, with the 
intention of studying the Home and Hospital Teaching 
Program. This task force, comprised of legislators and 
professionals familiar with the program, would assess 
whether students receiving instructional services through 
the program are provided with adequate support and 
instructional time to successfully transition back to a 
classroom setting. The task force would also analyze 
whether systems are sufficiently staffed and assess 
whether any transition plans should be reviewed or 
evaluated by a licensed medical professional before being 
implemented by local school systems. Click here to track 
this bill. 

______________________________________________ 

#3) HB1225: Parking for Individuals With Disabilities 
– Continuing Care Facility – Time Limitation 

This bill authorizes the owner or 
operator of a parking lot  used by 
a continuing care retirement 
community to limit the amount of 
time that a motor vehicle is 
authorized to be parked in any 
parking space designated for the 
use of individuals with 
disabilities, with a half hour 
minimum. Parking at these 
facilities was something I heard 
about frequently over the last few 
months, and I am pleased to put this bill forward. This bill 
is currently before the Environment and Transportation 
Committee. Senator Kathy Klausmeier has cross-filed the 
bill in the Senate, and the bill's progress can be tracked 
here. 
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#4) Baltimore County House Delegation 

On Friday morning we had a very productive Baltimore 
County House Delegation Committee meeting. First, we 
received an update on the Port of Baltimore, and then-
Senator Chris Van Hollen and Senator Ben Cardin stopped 
by to discuss the impact of the government shutdown, 
avoiding another one, and working together to secure 
funding for infrastructure projects. 

 

After the Senators left, Delegate Lafferty introduced 
HB0449, which would authorize the County Council to 
impose development impact fees. When County Executive 
Johnny Olszewski spoke with the Baltimore County 
Delegation a few weeks ago impact fees were brought up 
as a potential way to bring in some much-needed money, 
especially as we move forward on capital improvements 
for Baltimore County Public Schools. However, as we 
discuss this, we must remember that there are over 3,000 
vacant units in District 8. We should really be focused on 
trying to draw young families into those properties. With 
that said, this bill is something I will very much consider. 
It is important that the County Executive has all the tools 
necessary to do the job. 

______________________________________________ 

#5) Health and Government Operations 

In the Health and Government Operations (HGO) 
Committee on Friday afternoon, we voted on HB18, which 
adds physician assistants to the list of “certifying 
providers.” This bill passed unanimously in committee. It 
was the first of at least 220 bills that the HGO Committee 
will vote on this year. Delegate Pendergrass runs the 
committee and made it clear on Friday that this is an 
efficient, open, and truly bipartisan committee – which is 
as it should be when you are dealing with things like health 
policy. She also made clear that the number of bills we 

take on will likely rise to around 400, so I will endeavor to 
keep you updated about the most important legislation. 

___________________________________________ 

#6) Perry Hall Girls Soccer 

Back in November, the Perry Hall High School girls 
soccer team made history by winning the state 
championship for the first time in school history. After 
falling short in the finals six times previously, most 
recently in 2016, the Perry Hall girls finished the season 
with an astounding 17-3 record. They rode four straight 
shutouts on their way to the final, ultimately winning by a 
score of 4-2 against Whitman. We welcomed the girls to 
the capitol on Friday and we were joined by Lieutenant 
Governor Boyd Rutherford for some photos. 
Congratulations to all the girls and their coaches for this 
historic achievement! Go Gators! 

 

______________________________________________ 

#7) Scholarship 

 Students looking to continue 
their education after high 
school should apply for the Maryland Legislative District 
8 Scholarship. This year, Delegates Bromwell, Boteler, 
and I will be awarding our scholarships as a team, so you 
only need to apply once. Applications must be submitted 
by April 28, and applicants must reside in District 8 to 
quality. The application for the scholarship can be 
found here. 

______________________________________________ 

# 8) Keep in Touch 

As always, keep in touch. Reach out to my office with any 
comments, questions, suggestions, or concerns and we 
will get back to you. Our communities, state, and country 
are better off with an active, informed citizenry. 



 

Best, 

 
Harry Bhandari 
6 Bladen Street, Room 303 
Annapolis, MD 21401 
E-mail: harry.bhandari@house.state.md.us  
Phone at 410-841-3526 | 301-858-3526 
 


