
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Legislative Update 
 
Maryland Day 2019-  

Last Monday marked Maryland's 385th birthday. The first 
colonist landed on St. Clement's Island 384 years ago last 
Monday. Numerous events took place around the state 
including the Pride of Baltimore II sailing to Annapolis for 
free tours around the Annapolis Harbor. Maryland Day is 
a legal holiday in the U.S. state of Maryland. 

 

Legislative Update 

April 8 is Sine Die, the day we adjourn the 2019 Maryland 
General Assembly. While the end of session closes in, 
there are a couple of pieces of legislation I submitted still 

making their way through the process, but I am confident 
the Senate will look favorably on both. 

First, we have HB1384, which aims to help out deaf or 
hearing-impaired students and parents of deaf or hearing-
impaired students by requiring the Hearing Aid Loan Bank 
Program in the State Department of Education to lend 
certain videos and certain downloadable resources to the 
parents of hearing-impaired students. It would also exempt 
parents or guardians of deaf or hard of hearing children 
from paying tuition for certain courses at public 
institutions of higher education. 

Next, we have HB1137, which will require the State 
Department of Education to study the Home and Hospital 
Program and deliver their findings to the General 
Assembly, Governor Hogan, and the State Board of 
Education. This is a program that is vital to getting 
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children the education they deserve as they recover, but 
there are some issues that need to be rectified in helping 
them reacclimatize to the classroom. We need to ensure 
that students are getting the care they deserve, tailored to 
their needs. 

Both of these bills received overwhelming bipartisan 
support in the House, and I expect both to make it through 
the Senate. 

Legislative Bond Initiatives 

Aside from writing legislation, I also submitted bond 
requests earlier in the year. I am pleased to announce that 
all three of my bond requests have been funded. $50,000 
will go to revitalizing Linover Park, and $200,000 has 
been allocated for a new press box at Perry Hall High 
School’s Al Miller Stadium. Finally, the $250,000 
requested for a turf field at Parkville High School was also 
funded. 

It is a constant battle for funding in Annapolis. Every 
legislator has projects he or she wants to get funding for, 
and it is not uncommon to go home empty-handed. The 
fact that all three of these bond bills were fully funded is a 
big win for our communities, especially our students who 
will directly see the benefit of two of these bills. 

Veto Overrides 

This past week saw the General Assembly vote to override 
multiple vetoes used by Governor Hogan earlier this 
session. First, we voted to override Governor Hogan’s 
veto of a bill that will allow public schools to choose their 
own start and end dates, undoing an Executive Order 
issued by the Governor. I was proud to override the 
Governor’s veto on this bill. As an educator, I know that 
localities know what is best for their school systems. Local 
boards have a difficult time accommodating snow day, 
teacher training days, and religious and secular holidays. 
Economic policy should not drive education decisions, 
and educational policy should not be made via executive 
order. 

 

It is why we have a Board of Education, a board in which 
our county’s voters now have a voice. We should not strip 
these boards of their powers, and that is exactly what 
Governor Hogan’s Executive Order did. 

While I voted to override the veto on school scheduling, I 
could not do the same on the minimum wage bill. I have 
heard from too many small business owners worried about 
the adverse effects to our small business community, 
which makes up the backbone of our local economy. 
Governor Hogan suggested boosting the minimum wage 
to $12.10 by 2022 and refraining from additional increases 
unless surrounding states reach a combined average of 
80 percent of Maryland’s wage. Both of those suggestions 
sound palatable to me. 

I have taken a few hits in Annapolis from those who wish 
to portray me as a “Hogan Democrat.” While I may have 
agreed with the Governor on this and several other issues, 
there is plenty more on which we do not agree. Even so, 
we need bipartisanship. Being able to work across the aisle 
should not be seen as a weakness. As I am wrapping 
navigating my inaugural year at Maryland State 
Legislature, I want you all to know that I am so happy to 
represent our great district and I appreciate receiving your 
valuable thoughts as I endeavor to make an informed 
decision. 

Thank you for reading and I look forward to hearing from 
all of you. 

Best, 

Harry Bhandari 
6 Bladen Street, Room 303 
Annapolis, MD 21401 
E-mail: harry.bhandari@house.state.md.us  
Phone at 410-841-3526 | 301-858-3526 

 
 
 


